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i By Thomas B Ross
‘Sun-Timés Bureau ‘

. WASHINGTON-—Sen,

i Richard - B. - Russelly (D-Ga.)

| U.S. involvement in Viet Nam
and warned against a repetition
of the “tragedy” in the Congo.

Coming from possibly the
i most influential figure in the
senate, Russell's comment
foreshadowed a potential soft-
ening of :congressional support

ward Asia and Africa, ;

It also raised scrious ques-
tions about whether key con-
gressional committees have
been fully informed in the last
decade about secret U.S. ma-
neuvering on the international
scene.

|.Viet Nam,” Russell told news-
men.

‘time is about at hand when
we must re-evaluate ‘our pOSl-
tion.”

* On Africa, the senator -said
it would be “nothing less than
a tragedy” and “a monument
e poor statesmanship” if the

| complained Wednesday. ‘about’

for administration policy to-

_ “1 thought we made a tcm—_
| ble mistake getting involved in-

“I don't know just how
we can get out now, but the

. 'M. 538,780
8. 661,622

_ the Congo as it has in Vlel N

Nam.". -
Problein For Others

“If there is any.place in,|;

the world we haven't any busi-

ness,” he added, “it's The

Congo. A half-dozen countri¢s

in the Congo and a greater his-
torical assocxauon there tha‘l
we do.

“If we -let them dump th.s

on us, we have Jost-all pretense’

of statesmanship.”§

Russell complmned that thcrc )

are “some people” in the gov-
ernment “who apparently are,
anxious to get us mvolvcd cy-

"erywhere.”

He did not elaborate on
what “pcople” he was rcfemng
to. ‘

In Viet Nam, the United
States first became involved on
a broad scale in the mid-1950s
through the secret activities of
both , the Central Intelligence
Agency and the armed services.
OK Assumed '
" In The Congo, it was re-
veale(l l'lSt sumimner that-Ameri-
can and Cuban exile . pilots,
recruited by the CIA, were
flying combat missions for the
T

. ‘5 Un-red—sfafesvnc{s- involved in_ t_central §overnment.,;,
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in Europe have a greater stake |

.;._
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:it had been assumed that Rus-
'sell had been apprised of these -
operations "agd bad approved,
them. -

But his remarks chnesd'w
suggested that he had not been
fully informed and that if he
-had, he might not have gone
along with .the initial mvolve-
ment.

Russell pronnsed a full eX~)
amination of™the situation by’
[ the Armed Services Commits,
| tee, but indicated he saw no

easy solution; particularly, for7

the Victnamese problem, at |
this late date.. .
- It was Icarncd 1ih'1t Russell

and President Johoson have:

conferred privately about the;
problem on several recent oc-

casions and .that the scnator
conceded he could offer no:
alternative to current admmls-

trauon policy. ~
Averse. To Bombmg

Russcll made it clear

Wednesday that he was not].

“impressed by - proposals "to
bomb these jungle-trails” lead;

ing from Communist North |-

Viiet, Nam_to fhe- gug;nllag
Sogth Viet Nam. .

Mr. Johmon, Russell report<
edly xpressed fear that such’
bomb g missions - would suck
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_ " As chairman of the Armed §
T Scrvxcr's Committee .and the-
1 supersecret Qlésstibcommittee,

his private talks w1th

; In callmg for a re-evaluauon i
of the US. position, Russell’

“said: “We. cannot support the |

present regime. in Saigon un- -

‘less’ they are able to attract
-popular support out in the rice

paddies” and the villages.™ - !

The scnator noted. that the
Vncmamese wir has bcenl

“'very expensive in both mane v]

power and ° edhipment.” He |
said’ it was time to. “decide’,

whether there is any possibile:: e

ity of saving those who are a'- ‘
little " bit . indifferent .. to theu' 3

owh salvanon LR 3.
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